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81-YEAR-OLD ATTAINS BOYHOOD GOAL
By Maribeth Dwyer 
News and Publications 
University of Montana
MISSOULA—
Charles Keim was born in Missoula in 1904. At 14, he was working on 
ranches and dairy farms around Deer Lodge and riding horseback five miles a day 
to school. He had two goals: to get a high school diploma and to earn a
bachelor's degree.
He achieved the first in 1922, when he was graduated from Powell County 
High in Deer Lodge— and the second in 1985, when he was awarded a bachelor of 
science degree in business administration by the University of Montana on June 
9, more than 60 years after he first entered the university.
Meanwhile, he was not back at the ranch.
In the early '20s, he had jobs as a postal dispatch clerk in Deer Lodge 
and a timekeeper at the Anaconda smelter. In 1923, he enrolled in the UM 
School of Journalism. In 1925, he switched to Northwestern University, going 
to school nights and working days in Chicago. He finished the course work but 






When the Depression hit, Keim's employer lost his business. With no jobs 
in sight in 1932, Keim returned to UM to prepare to be a school administrator.
"I figured there would always be schools and a demand for educators,"
Keim says. "Soon after I began fall classes, I was offered a job that paid 
$125 a month and started Dec. 1. I had a wife and two children then, and I 
couldn't afford to pass it up."
He took a leave of absence from the classroom that was to last for more 
than half a century.
In those 50-odd years, Keim was successively an accountant for the 
Federal Relief Program in Missoula County (1932-35), secretary-manager of the 
Western Montana Fair (1936-37), right-of-way clerk for the Frenchtown 
Irrigation Project (1938) and timberland classifier and then manager of the 
Blackfoot Fire Protection Association and Lumberman's Information Bureau 
(1939-46).
From 1946 to 1953, he had his own public accounting and office supply 
businesses in Ka1ispe11, and from 1953 to 1965, he operated an orchard on the 
east shore of Flathead Lake.
Kaim also spent 25 years as secretary-manager of the Intermountain 
Logging Conference, which he helped found in 1938.
In 1965, he began a career in health administration, working for 
Kalispell General Hospital until his forced retirement in 1969 and for Blue 
Cross of Montana from 1970 to 1982. One of his duties in the latter position 






In 1982, he retired a second time and moved back to his hometown. After 
his wife died in 1983, he decided to enroll again at UM.
He enjoyed the past year as a university student. He was only 26 credits 
shy of a degree and had years ago taken virtually all the business credits he 
needed— so he sampled courses in many fields, including religious studies, 
music appreciation, environmental studies and history.
As an undergraduate in the early '20s, Keim was the university's yell 
king and a fraternity man. He didn't go out for cheerleading this time around, 
but he did get together occasionally with the actives in the Sigma Nu house.
He was impressed by his classmates.
"Students now are more knowledgeable, more aware, more interested in 
environmental and social issues than their 1923 counterparts," he says.
He also noticed more informality in the classroom, which is good, he 
thinks. Professors are more approachable, students have more chance to take 
part in class discussion— and the professors are obviously interested in you 
and they really want to help."
When Charles Keim received his bachelor's degree June 9 at the age of 81, 
he was carrying on a family tradition that probably owes its origin in large 
part to his lifelong interest in education. His son Lewis of Denver and his 
daughter Charlene Enger of Billings are UM graduates. His seventh grandchild 
is still in high school but the other six are college graduates.
Keim will take a respite from classes for now, he says. But given his 
zest for life and love of learning, he might just be back on campus one of 
these days.
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